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Chriſtian Catechiſm, | 


Printed in the Year 1793. 


PREFACE 


UR bleſſed Saviour hath ſaid, 
„One is your Maſter, even 

« Chriſt; and all ye are brethren.” 
Whence then is it that Chriſtians 
ſhould fo far forget this precept of 
their Maſter as to call themſelves 
by any other name than his ? 
Whence is it that they ſhould pride 
themſelves in the appellation of 
Romans, Lutherans, Calviniſts, 
Church of England Men, or in- 
deed any other than that of Chriſt- 
tans? and maintain theſe hateful 
diſtinctions with a rancour and 
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animoſity that has led all of them, 
in their turns, to the moſt abomin- 
able cruelties, and induced them to 
hate, abuſe, and perſecute one an- 
other, more like madmen than ra- 
tional creatures, much leſs than 
like diſciples of the meek and bleſſed 
Jeſus! Mention is made, in the 
writings of the Apoſtles, of the 
church at Antioch, at Babylon, of 
Laodicea, of Smyrna, &c. but theſe 
are mere local diſtinctions, not of 
ſects. Sects there could be none in 
our holy religion, if thoſe who pro- 
feſs it were content with the name 
the firſt believers took upon them 
at Antioch, and would form every 
one his own faith, by carefully 


ſtudying the Goſpel with an un- 


prejudiced underſtanding, and al- 
low his neighhour the right of do- 
ing the ſame for himſelf.— Where 

the 


"0 

the ſpirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty; and thoſe who would 
bring us into bondage by pretending 
to inſpect and regulate our liberty 
which we have in Chriſt, ſhould 
well conſider whether in ſo doing 
they may not incur the guilt of 

grieving the holy Spirit of God. 
There 1s but one fundamental 
article of faith in the Goſpel, That 
Jerus Chriſt is the Meſſiah, the 
Son of God. — He who ſincerely 
believes this, muſt of courſe beheve 
the hiſtory of Chriſt as related by 
his diſciples; his miracles, his 
death, reſurrection and aſcenſion, 
and the deſcent of the Holy Spirit, 
as conſonant to that one funda- 
mental article of faith, All the 
reſt is a ſyſtem of the moſt pure 
and ſublime morality, enforced by 
the moſt rational and powerful 
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motives ; the promiſe of eternal 


happineſs in a life to come (firſt 


brought to life by our Saviour, 
through the Goſpel) and the aſſiſt- 


ance of God's holy Spirit in this 


life, to thoſe who humbly .and 
taithfully aſk it of him in the name 
of Chriſt. 

Surely theſe are points in which 
all Chriſtians muſt agree : and 
they would do well to communi- 
cate in all brotherly love where 
they do agree. 

From the different con formation 
perhaps of the minds of men, — 


from zeal without knowledge, and 


ſometimes, undoubtedly, for the 
purpoſe of ſecular power and pro- 
fit, a moſt prodigious variety of 
opinions has been formed on divers 
texts, and even words of Scripture, 
by pious, impious, honeſt, and de- 
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ſigning men. 80 long as theſe 


points are mere matter of opinion, 
why may we not — and in Chriſt- 
1an charity we certainly ought to 
communicate with the moſt viſi- 
onary whom we ſuppoſe to be ſin- 
cere and diſintereſted in their opi- 
nions, and who agree with us in 
the great fundamental, the confeſſ- 


ing that Jeſus Chriſt is the Meſ- 


ſiah : the only teſt of communion. 
which one Chriſtian has a right to 
demand from another, 

Unhappily, paſſion and intereſt 
have in different countries erected 
particular opinions into articles of 


faith, and have called in the aſſiſt- 


ance of the temporal ſword to eſta- 
bliſh them: in more inſtances than 
one bartering the ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel for a participation of ſecular 
power. Theſe eſtabliſhments have 
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ranged themſelves under the names 
of Rome, Geneva, Calvin, Luther, 
&c. Theſe are ſeparatiſts from 
Chriſt; theſe are heretics in the 
ſtrict ſenſe of the word, as they 
have cyosEn other maſters than 


Chriſt. Was Calvin crucified for 


us? were we baptized into the 
name of Luther ? Yet even with 
theſe the humble ſequeſtered ſub- 
jects of that kingdom which com- 
eth not with obſervation, ought to 
communicate in all brotherly affec- 
tion where they do agree in the 
great fundamentals of natural and 
revealed religion. — Hear, O Iſ- 
„ rael, the Lord our God is one 


« Lord“ — and — *© there is one 


„God, and one Mediator between 
God and man, the Man Chriſt 
de Jeſus.” — And where they may 


have any difference of opinion, it is 
fit 


11 
fit in other matters to leave every 
fellow-ſervant to fall or ſtand to 
his own maſter. . 
- The ſpirit of the Chriſtian wk 
gion, and the whole tenor of the 
Goſpel, and of the writings of the 
Apoſtles, call upon every one ſingly 
to work out his own ſalvation, by 
the blefling of God on his bumble 
endeavours in ſearching the Scrip- 
tures ; for in them Chriſtians muſt 
think they have eternal life : and 
to no other authority ought any 
Chriſtian enquirer to fubmit. Pro- 
ſelytes who may firſt hear of the 
Name of Chriſt, — and children, 
whoſe tender age is not yet ripe for 
rational enquiry, fhould have. ſet 
before them ſome declaration of 
the things which are moſt ſurely 
believed among us, without any 
mention of thoſe points concerning 
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which wiſe and good men have 
thought differently. It ſhould be 
a general plan, and ſuch only as 
may without forming any preju- 
dices, lead them to the ſtudy of 
Chriſt in the Scriptures, — from 
whence only (and it cannot be too 


often repeated) as from the Foun- 
tain of Wiſdom, — which Jeſus 


Chriſt hath opened to us, cometh - 


the water ſpringing up into eternal 
life. 

Moſt denominations of Chriſti- 
ans, who to the name of their Ma- 


ſter have added that of ſome other 


by which they are diſtinguiſhed, 
have thought it neceſſary to form 
a Catechiſm for the Uſe of Child- 
ren. Many of theſe are, in ſome 
reſpects the SHIBBOLETH of a ſe, 
and, inſtead of conveying the ele- 
ments of Goſpel Chriſtianity, in- 


culcate 
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culcate for the moſt part, and ex- 
plain, or endeavour to explain, doc- 
trines, the ſubſtance (or even the 
name of which) 1s not to be found 
in the Goſpel; teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men; 
of weak, viſionary, and defigning 
men. Theſe Catechiſms, imprinted 
on young memories, when autho- 
rity acts moſt forcibly on the hu- 
man mind, form preconceptions 
which increaſe in ſtrength till the 
mind becomes capable of judging 
for itſelf. When that time arrives, 
under what diſadvantages-muſt the 
underſtanding labour, thus laden 
with prejudices! A careful and 
conſtant peruſal of the holy Scrip- 
tures will undoubtedly lead the 
greateſt wanderer into the paths of 
peace. But how few among thoſe 
who ſurround us in the Chriſtian 
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world can be found, who are not 
either too buſy or too idle to do 
this as they ought. They zre ge- 
nerally content with the partial iu- 
ſtructions they have received in 
their infancy from the Catechiſm 
of their particular church, and look 
or at leaſt examine, no farther, — 
Sad are the conſequences of thus 
taking their Chriſtianity upon truſt. 
Thoſe whoſe minds are weak, will 
improve upon the abſurdities they 
have been taught, and hew out to 
themſelves broken ciſterns of faith 
and morality. Thoſe of more ſpi- 
rit and underſtanding, as their rea- 
ſon ſtrengthens, taking it for grant- 
ed, without farther, or at leaſt 
careful enquiry, that the inſtruc- 
tions they received in their youth 
gave a faithful account of the Chriſ- 
tian religion, ſuppoſe the whole 

ſyſtem 
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ſyſtem of it to be an artifice of de- 
ſigning or enthuſiaſtic men; as be- 
ing, according to their preconceived 
notions of it, in many inſtauces in- 
couliſtent with common ſenſe: this 
induces them to reject and deſpiſe 
alike buth Catechiſm and Scripture. 
Hence much of the immorality, and 
moſt of the Deiſm among us. 
The Author of this little Tract, 
that his own. children might not 
enter on their Chriſtian inſtitution 
under any preconceived opinion not 
founded on the plain and obvious 
interpretation of the Goſpel, was 
induced to draw up the following 
Catechiſm, to introduce to their 
thoughts the firſt principles of re- 


ligion, natural and revealed. 
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What reſpects natural religion is is 
very ſhort ; and the truth of it can» 
not, I think, be controverted by any 
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one upon earth, unleſs there be 


upon earth (which I can hardly 
think pothble) ſuch an unhappy 
contradiction among reaſonable be- 
ings as a ſpeculative Atheiſt, All 
that relates to the Chriſtian diſ- 
penſation is expreſſed as far as poſ- 
ſible in words of Scripture, without 
addition, d:minution, alteration, or 
accommodation ; to be underſtood 


as they were intended in the Scrip- 


tures to be underſtood, according 
to their plain meaning, ſubje& to 
the idiom of the language and the 
manners of the times in which 
they were written. 

Happy will the Author of this 
little Work be, if it ſhould anſwer 


to any one Chriſtian family the 


good purpoſe intended of intro- 
ducing their children to the know- 
ledge of Chriſt : Chriſt alone can 
lead them to God ; for there is no 
other 


Wis 


other name under Heaven given 
among men, whereby we can be 


ſaved. 


O Almighty God, may we bleſs 


thy holy Name for that and all thy 


mercies ! May we love, and ſerve, 
and honour, and obey Thee as we 
ought, our Creator, our Father, our 
perpetual Bene factor! and may we 
be kindly affectioned as brethren, 
one to the other; not provoking one 
another to anger, not leaning to 
our own underſtandings, but look- 
ing up to Thee, the Fountain of all 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs, humbly 
begging that Thou wouldeſt grant 
us thy holy Spirit, that we may 
know thee, the only true God, and 
Jeſus Chriſt, whom thou haſt ſent, 


that we may be all one flock under 


one Shepherd, thy dear Son our Sa- 


viour ; 
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viour; for whom be thou praiſed! 
and to him who quitted the glory 
he had with Thee before the world 
was, to come among us miſerable 
finners, to ſhew forth the glad tid- 
ings of thy goſpel of peace, be all 
honour, praiſe, might, majeſty, and 
dominion, after thy moſt holy will, 
O Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen. 


A Chriſtian 


A 


Chriſtian Catechiſm, 


—— CET o—————— 


"0 What is God ? 


A. God is the Creator, Preſer- 
ver, and Governor of all things. 


Q. What is his nature? 
A. God is a Spirit; and muſt be 
worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth. 


Q.: What is his character? 

A. God is all- wiſe and all power- 
ful; aud infinite power directed by 
infinite wiſdom, is infinite good- 
neſs, 


Q.: What is man? 


A. Man 1s the creature of God, 
endued with reaſon and ſpeech ;: 
formed 
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formed to love, obey, and adore his | 
Maker in a religious courſe of life. 


Q. What is religion ? 
A. Religion 1s the reaſonable 
ſervice of God, founded on the re- 


lation between God and every indi- 
vidual, 


Q. How is religion divided ? 


A. Religion 1s either natural or 
revealed. | 


Q. What is natural religion? 


A. Natural religion is that way 
of ſerving God which man, from 
the uſe of the natural underſtanding 
which God has given to him, judges 
to be the moſt agreeable to God. 


Q. What is rer dled religion? 
A. Revealed religion is that way 
of ſerving God which God himſelf 


has been pleaſed to reveal to man- 


kind. 


Q. How many revelations has God been 
pleaſed to make to mankind ? 


A. Five. The firſt by Adam; 


the 
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the ſecond by Noah; the third by 
Abraham; the fourth by Moſes; 
and the fifth by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. What is the ſubſtance, and what the 
conditions and laws annexed to theſe reve» 
lations ? 


A. The ſubſtance of theſe five 
different revelations ; the condi- 
tions, covenants and laws which 


God has been pl-aſed to annex to 


each of them; with their mutual 


connection, dependence and com- 
pletion in the laſt by Jeſus Chriſt, 
ate to be learned by carefully ſtudy- 
ing the holy Scriptures of the Old 
and New Teſtament, which alone 
are able to make us wiſe unto fal- 
vation; humbly praying to Al- 
mighty God that@e would grant 
us his holy Spirit to turn our hearts 
from vanity ; that we may know 
him the only true God, and Jeſus 
Chriſt whom he hath ſent; and 
that his grace may be {ſufficient for 
us, to redeem us from all evil, and 
to lead us to repentance and obedi- 


cnce 
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ence to his holy will in this life, and 
in the world to come everlaſting 
happineſs, thro' his only begotten 
Son, our Lord and Saviour "Jeſus 
Chriſt. Amen, 


What are the principal rites or cere- 
monies of the Chriſtian religion ? 


A. Baptiſm, and the holy com- 
munion, or ſupper of the Lord. 


Q.: What is baptiſm? 

A. A rite originally in uſe 
among the Jews, by which they 
admitted convertsor proſelytes from 
idolatry into their communion. 


Q. How was it performed? 


A. By plunging the convert into 
water: and e Unger was 
Chriſt himſelf baptized in Jordan 
by John, who made uſe of this ce- 
remouy ; baptizing thoſe who be- 
came his diſciples and believed in 


his doctrine; from whence he was 


called John the Baptiſt, 


Q. Who 
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Q. Who was John the Baptiſt, and 
what did he teach ? 
A. John the Baptiſt was the 


forerunner of our Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus 'Chriſt ; appointed by 
God to prepare his. way before him 
in the Frick and power of Elias; 
to turn the hearts of the fathers to 
the children, and the diſobedient to 
the wiſdom of the juſt ; and to 
make ready a people prepared for 
the Lord, by preaching the bap- 
tiſm of repentance for the remiſſion 
of ſins. 

Q. Who appointed the uſe of Chriſtian: 


baptiſm ? 
1 Chriſt himſelf; who, after | 


his reſurre&tion from the dead, 

came and ſpake to his diſciples, 
ſaying, All power is given unto me 
in heaven and in earth; go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit. 


Q. How is Chriſtian depcim per- 


forme 
A. Either by immerſion (that 
* is, 
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is, , plunging the convert into wa- 
ter; as it Was originally performed 
by the Jews, and is performed by 
the eaſtern Chriſtians, and ſome 
congregations of weſtern Chriſtians 
to this day) or by ſprinkling the 
face only of the to be bap- 
tixed with fair water. 


Q. What is required of thoſe who come 
to be baptized? 


A. That they believe with all 
their hearts that Jeſus Chriſt is the 
Son of God; and that they ob- 
ſerve all things whatever he hath 
commanded. 


What is the holy communion, or 
ſupper of the Lord ? 


A. A holy rite, in which Chriſ- 
tians eat bread and drink wine, in 
remembrance that the body of 
Chriſt was given, and the blood of 
Chriſt ſhed for them. 


Q.: Whence was this ceremony taken? 


A. Probably from the practice 
of the Jews, who were uſed to hold 
; ſolemn 
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ſolemn friendly meetings, conſiſt- | 
ing of not fewer than ten, nor | 
more than twenty perſous; in 
which they brake bread and drank 
wine, handing it around from one 
to the other, and at the ſame time 


bleſſing God for theſe his good 
gifts. 


Q. Who appointed the holy commu- 
nion of Chriſtians ? 


A. Chriſt himſelf; who, the 
ſame night that he was betrayed, 
7 took bread; and when he had gi- | 
ven thanks he brake it, and ſaid, N 
„Take, eat; this is my body | 
„ which is broken for you. This | 
„do in remembrance of me.” Af- 
ter the ſame manner alſo the cup, 
when he had ſupped, ſaying, This | 
„cup is the New Teſtament in | 
my blood. This do ye“ (as often 8 
as ye drink) “in remembrance of | 
«© me.” 


Q For what purpoſe was the holy com- 
munion inſtituted ? 


A. For a perpetual remembrance 
of 


0 J 

-of the death of Chriſt: and as of- 
ten as it is celebrated by Chriſtians, 
they do ſhew the Lord's death till 
he come, 


Q.: What is required of thoſe who come 
to the holy communion ? 


A. To examine themſelves whe- 
ther they repent them truly of 
their former fins, ſtedfaſtly purpoſ- 
ing to lead a new life; have a 
lively faith in God's mercy, thro' 
Chriſt, with a thankful remem- 
brance of his death; and be in 
charity with all men. 


THE END, 


